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Name: ______________________________________   Date: ______________________

ACROSS
1. Branch of the US government that 
interprets, defends, and applies laws in 
legal cases.
6. Congress must have a two-thirds __ 
to override a president’s veto.
7. System of rules created and enforced 
by the US government to regulate 
behavior.
9. Having three branches of 
government keeps any one branch 
from having too much of this.
11. Action by which the president 
prevents an act passed by Congress 
from becoming law.
13. Proposed legislation under 
consideration by either of the two 
chambers of Congress.
14. Division of the government into 
branches is known as ___ of powers.
17. Number of terms a US president 
may serve.
19. The supreme law of the US is 
contained in this document.
22. The capital city of the United 
States.
26. The highest court in the judicial 
branch.
27. Length of time Supreme Court 
justices serve.
28. Branch of the US government that 
enforces laws.
29. The Supreme Court consists of nine 
of these.

DOWN
2. Form of government in which the 
people have the authority to determine 
laws or to choose officials to do so.
3. Where the power of government 
comes from according to the US 
Constitution.
4. Along with the House of 
Representatives this chamber makes up 
the legislative branch.
5. The federal government is composed of 
three distinct ___.
8. Name for the 100 voting members of 
the upper house of the US Congress.
9. Representation in the House of 
Representatives is based on state ___.
10. 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.
12. Name for the 435 voting members of 
the lower house of the US Congress.
13. Name for a legislative body that has 
two separate houses or chambers.

15. Leader of the executive branch.
16. Branch of the US government 
that makes laws.
18. Number of years in one term of 
a US president.
20. An official change made to the 
Constitution.
21. Meeting place of the US 
Congress: the ___ Building.
23. The ___ of Representatives is 
part of the legislative branch.
24. The legislative branch of the US 
federal government.
25. Body consisting of the vice 
president and the heads of the 
executive branch’s departments.
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