	Lesson Plan

	Content Area(s)/Course/Grade:

HISTORY / WORLD HISTORY
HIGH SCHOOL
	Unit:

ART IN THE 19TH CENTURY

	Lesson Topic:

IMPRESSIONISM
	Date:

	Teacher:


	School:

	Indicator(s)/Sub-Outcome(s)/Expectation(s):

Students will contrast impressionism with more academicist paintings and make conclusions on why Impressionism was rejected in the Salons. Also, they will learn about how new technologies (photography and tube painting) influenced painting in mid-19th century.

	Student Outcome(s):

Students will be able to:
· learn the characteristics of Academic artwork (symmetrical compositions, hard outlines, and smooth paint surfaces) and content (teaching moral lessons through historic, mythological, and Biblical themes)
· identify and explain how the characteristics of IMPRESIONISM are reflected in a work of art.
· learn characteristics of the French Salon through class discussion and viewing the differences between two different paintings. 
· analyze the overall significance, meaning, and theme of a work of art through an explication of its individual elements.


	Context for Learning

	Starting with a discussion and showing some videos students will understand the main characteristics of Impressionism. Last part of the lesson will be focused on different painters ‘work and they will analyze some Impressionist paintings.

	Instructional Delivery

	Opening Activities/Motivation:
Begin the lesson by asking students the following questions:
· How do you think the invention of the camera impacted painting? 

· How do you think the invention of the paint tube impact painting?

· Why was it important for Impressionist artists to work outdoors? 
Then discuss the answers and show some Impressionist paintings and ask students how different they are from academic paintings by comparing them.


	Procedures:
1. Display images of Academic art and try to infer their characteristics: symmetrical compositions, hard outlines, and smooth paint surfaces and teaching moral lessons through historic, mythological, and Biblical themes.

2. Then they answer a question to deduct that Impressionism was considered radical and offensive to some people by viewing and discussing Impression, sunrise by Monet and other first impressionist works.
3. Afterwards, students deduce the contents painted by Impressionists (landscapes and scenes from everyday life) by viewing and discussing several impressionist works.
4. Students will learn why Impressionist painters preferred to paint en plein air instead of, or in addition to, painting in their studios by viewing and discussing The Port at Argenteuil by Claude Monet.  

5. Students deduce how the innovation of oil paint in tubes allowed a greater ease of mobility for Impressionist painters by viewing and discussing the Cathedral of Rouen series. 

6. Discuss how the Impressionists used optical mixtures (pure primary colors used in small touches placed close together so that they visually seem to merge, producing secondary colors).  Show: Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte by Georges Seurat and The Japanese Bridge by Claude Monet
7. Discuss how the invention of the camera allowed the artists to capture the instantaneity of a moment or record scenes and its influence in the fact that impressionist were focused on painting light and how Impressionist´s composition were considered strange and unfinished due to their short and rapid brushstrokes. Show Regatta at Argenteuil and some paintings  by Degas and Renoir.
Here you have some questions to engage class in discussion:
· What are the subjects doing in the painting?

· Where does this scene take place?

· Describe the weather.  What season is it?  What time of day is it? How can you tell?

· What information does the artist include to show the viewer that this is a country/city scene?

· Where are you, the viewer, located in relation to the scene in the painting?

· What shapes are repeated in this painting?

· What kinds of lines do you see in the painting?  

· What are the dominant colors?

· Is the artwork symmetrical or asymmetrical?

· What kinds of lines repeat?

· Notice brushstrokes of warm colors next to cool colors.  Name two colors that contrast.  Where are they?  

· Look carefully at the textures of the sky, trees, water, etc.  How do the brushstrokes describe different textures?

8. After all the discussion students complete a chart on the main characteristics of Impressionism.

9. To end the lesson students analyze two Impressionist paintings of their choice applying the characteristics of the style.

	Assessment/Evaluation (Formative/Summative)

	· Teacher observation of student discussion.

· Participation in the group discussion 
· Grading the painting analysis.
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