Romanticism and Realism

Romanticism might best be described as a ___________________________________________ (appropriate subjects and simplistic images). "Romantic" art is that it was created from the ______________________________________. It represents the _____________________ of the inspired. There are non-traditional heroes, and they are often on some desperate quest.

Through its thick, bold brushstrokes of _________________ highlighted with bright yellow and red, it illustrates the _____________________________________________

John Constable

    He had a connection to the Royal Academy Schools. 


In the1820s, Constable’s painting "The Hay Wain" had won a gold medal at the Paris Salon of 1824. 

Constable’s artworks coincide with William Wordsworth’s Lyrical Ballads. 


The great poet's remarkable subject matter was to determine the course of art for at least a century.



His works compare more to Surrealism. 



85 of Constable’s works on paper can be found in a museum called “The Frick”.



His goal was to explore how objects fit into a context of light and space. 



His landscapes show low, even horizons that push right against the edge of the frame. 

· Through the use of broken light, Constable was able to show atmospheric effects of changing light in the open air, and the movement of the clouds.

· Constable would introduce pungent greens, blues, and grays to saturate the foreground, while adding only a few blocks of white and red to pick out living things.

· Therefore, living things, especially people, were shown to be very insignificant in his paintings.

The Hay Wain

· He used his diary sketches and oil studies to create this painting.

Constable’s main goal in this picture was to show the day itself, and the play of the sunlight on trees and meadows.

He uses his famous patches of red in this picture on the horses pulling the wagon and on the man standing on the boat.

The painting shows his usage of "Constables snow" on the wagon and the water, which appears wet and causes the illusion of reflecting light.

· This picture is similar to the poetry of Wordsworth. 

· It shows a natural scenery, filled with life and warmth. 

· The people in this picture are farmers, carrying out their daily work. Man does not control nature but is controlled by it, the two men working hard to get the wagon through the water, the farmers harvest hay in this time because the weather allows it.

Francisco Goya

· Francisco Goya began his painting career just after the late Baroque period. 

· Goya’s work extended over 60 years.  Since the world changed completely during his lifetime, his political views had changed throughout the course of his works. 

· The society, in which he had achieved a great success, disappeared during the Napoleonic war. 

· In 1763 he entered a competition at the Royal Academy of San Fernando, and failed, as he did in the year 1766. 

· Goya's style is painterly and cartoonish.

· His works revolutionised the painted portrayal of war ​ war was now seen as pointless   and disgraceful; no winners, just the killers and the killed.

· In the following painting, the French soldiers are faceless, ruthless automatons. Their uniforms are sombre, their gestures mechanical. However, the victims are filled with emotion, varying from terror to despair to impotent defiance. One clenches his fist, another covers his face with his hands, a priest clasps his hands in prayer. 

The Executions of the Third of May, 1808

There are both realistic and fantastic scenes in this 
painting. 

The firing-squad, with their backs to us, are not men but massive threatening shapes. 

The face and pose (the outflung arms) of the next victim precisely echoes the face and pose of the child nearest the ghost. 

Goya, as the romantic, is trying to engage the emotions of the viewer.

Instead of giving it to you as basic historical facts, Goya shows his subjects in contemporary clothes and forces you to deal with the executions.

William Blake

British poet, painter, visionary mystic, and engraver, who illustrated and printed his own books. 

After studies at the Royal Academy School, Blake started to produce watercolors and engrave illustrations for magazines. 

Among Blake's later artistic works are drawings and engravings for Dante's Divine Comedy and the 21 illustrations to the book of Job, which was completed when he was almost 70 years old. 

The Great Red Dragon and the Woman Clothed with the Sun

The woman is clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars suggests she is the heavenly representative for something.  

Twelve is a symbol for a connection to the twelve tribes of Israel.  This woman may represent the Israel. 

The woman is pregnant and about to bear a child and the dragon stands before her ready to devour the child.  

The woman gives birth to the child, "a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron... is snatched away and taken to God and his throne”.

If the child is to rule nations with a rod of iron this suggests he would be the Messiah.

Realism rejects imaginative idealization in favour of a close observation of outward appearances.

Realistic artists had attempted to reproduce landscapes and village life as directly and accurately as possible. 

Realism has never entirely replaced the popular taste for Romantic art. Much of the art world was not ready for the 

    “in your face” reality that was depicted in many of these artworks. It became just one more style among others. 

Impressionism can be seen as a development which grew out of Realism, but in its turn still had to battle the more popular Romanticism. 

Jean- Francois Millet

He exhibited at the Salon for the first time in 1840, 


Chosen theme of peasant life was undecided. Being of peasant stock, he tended to look upon farmworkers as narrow-minded and oblivious of beauty, and did not accept the notion that 
`honest toil' (labour) was the secret of happiness. 


is success partly stemmed from the fact that he was a `Realist’; he presented this reality in an acceptable form, with a religious or idyllic gloss. 


his work showed some similarities with Impressionism. 


He never painted out-of-doors, and he had only a limited awareness of tonal values.

Les Glaneuses

Millet fits in a realistic current and his painting shows us the world as it is described. 

In this scene, it is obvious Millet is concerned about the exact details. For example, there is a harshness in 

      the drawing of the gestures and the clothing of these anonymous women, who are occupied with the hay in 

      the gold-stricken field by the sun of the evening.

Millet is showing his viewers that life depicts us, even in the simplest tasks. Many people of this era did not accept this realistic view of the common labourer being depicted as a modern-day hero.


Gustave Courbet

Courbet started the French movement toward realism. 

Art critics and the public were accustomed to pretty pictures that made life look better than it was. 


Courbet truthfully portrayed ordinary places and people. This was a very controversial thing to do in these times.

He went to Paris in 1841, supposedly to study law, but he soon decided to study painting and learned by copying the pictures of master artists. 


In 1844 Courbet’s self-portrait, Courbet with a Black Dog, was accepted by the Salon (exhibition of art sponsored by the Royal Academy). 

The Stone Breakers

The Stone Breakers was an attack on the Bourgeoisie who saw themselves as the "leaders" of French society. Courbet felt that they had no reason to call themselves “leaders” because they had no aristocratic background to validate their idea of themselves as leaders of French society. 

What the Bourgeoisie did have was an idea of themselves as protectors of all that was "right" in their world. They had taste and breeding. However, in reality, they had no part in Courbet’s world! They were being replaced by a new force in the society, “the proletariat”.

Courbet’s subject is neither historical nor allegorical, religious, nor heroic.  The men breaking the stones are ordinary road workers, presented almost life-size.

Courbet does not idealize the struggle for existence; he simply says, Look at this. When The Stone Breakers was exhibited in Paris at the Salon of 1850, it was attacked as unartistic, crude, and socialistic. His critics accused him of 

raising a "cult of ugliness" against cherished concepts of Beauty and the Ideal. They believed that photography caused this downgrade in beauty.From then on, Courbet set up his own exhibits. This was the beginning of the continuing practice of independent shows organized by artists themselves!!

Honore Daumier

Daumier frequently visited the Académie Suisse and was often in the Louvre to draw. 

In 1835, Daumier created political caricatures in a local publication. 

When this local publication was stopped by law, Daumier turned to the social satire and book illustration. 

Daumier was most known for his lithographies 
and caricatures.

The Uprising

In this painting, Daumier was trying to advertise the slogans liberty, freedom and brotherhood. These slogans went on during the revolutions in the 19th and 20th century. 

The French rose against the rule of their kings.The society was divided into three classes:

The Nobles , The Clergy , and The Merchants /Farmers.

 The Uprising depicts the street demonstrations that occurred Paris in 1848. It features a thin and fatigued young man with his fist clenched and his arm raised, followed by an anonymous mass of men, women, and children.

This suggests the dehumanization of workers and labourers. 

Their bearing and their lives reflect an obvious alienation from both products and process of their labour.

